
A. I would have to think about that a little more because I don’t profess to have 
too much political ability and knowledge. I wouldn’t go out endorsing either 
party. I see shortcomings in both and good points in both. As far as the Negro 
vote, I don’t know. There can be a change a swing to the Rep. party. But it will be 
determined by the action of the executive branch of the government to a large 
extent %rt$ on this 444 whole civil rights struggle. I mean Pres. E’s be- 
haviour between now and 1960. But not only him. The Justice Department, too. 
I mean the whole executive branch. It is possible but it will not be a swing to the 
Rep. partyjust to make a change. There are other aims that the Negroes feel have 
&been gotten through the Dem. party. 

26 June 

1958 

Book by Dr. King to be published by Harper: STRIDE TOWARD FREEDOM 

A Montgomery story. This is the way it starts. Then I attempt to e e i w  give the 
broad implication of the M. story generally. In the final chapter, I seek to charter 
a course for general action. Rules that the Fed. govt., labor, liberal whites in the 
North, moderate whites in the south, church and religious bodies, then the Ne- 
gro himself. Where do we go from here. 

THD. Wall-MiU-H. 

From John Lee Tilley 

26 June 1958 
Atlanta, Ga. 

On 24 June, SCLCS new4 appointed executive director Tilley wrote Ella Baker 
in New Ymk City and requested her suggestions for an upcoming administrative 
committee meeting1 Two days later Tilley sent this letter to King and enclosed drafi 
of several documents intended to advance the work of the Crusade for Citizenship. 

1 .  Baker had returned to her New York home to “make the necessary adjustments” for an ex- 
tended stay in Atlanta. Though she was initially hired to organize the Crusade, Baker decided to re- 
main in Atlanta to assist Tilley: “People don’t develop certain information or certain organizing ca- 
pacities out of the blue. So, I stayed as a supporter of his efforts” (Baker, Interview by John Britton, 
i g  June 1968; Baker, Form letter to members, 12 June 1958). John Lee Tilley (1898-1971), born in 
Stem, North Carolina, received his A.B. (1925) from Shaw University and his Ph.B. (1927) from the 
University of Chicago. Tilley later received his M.A. (1933) at the University of Chicago and his D.D. 
(1933) from Shaw before being named the first dean of Shaw’s School of Religion. In 1944 Tilley be- 
came president of Florida Normal and Industrial College in St. Augustine, a position he held until 
1951 when he was named pastor of Baltimore’s New Metropolitan Baptist Church. Before his ap- 
pointment to serve as SCLC’s executive director, he chaired both the NAACP Register and Vote cam- 
paign and the Baltimore NAACP’s labor committee in 1957. 

’ 
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26 June Dr. M. L. King, Jr. 

Montgomery, Alabama 
1958 309 S. Jackson Street 

Dear Dr. King: 

First I wish to congratulate you for having succeeded at arranging the confer- 
ence with President Eisenhower and for sharing in what I think might well be 
called a summit conference. Definitely a forward step has been made in bringing 
to the President’s attention some of the problems with which we are confronted 
and I am sure with some suggestions for approaching them. 

Do you wish us to send notices to the members of the Board of Directors for 
the meeting to be held next week? If so, what day, hour, and place will the meet- 
ing be held. I should be glad to get the notices out if you so advise.* 

A large number of church conventions, conferences, such meetings are being 
held during this season of the year. It seems that this would provide a splendid 
opportunity for us to ask them to adopt a set of resolutions which might stimu- 
late interest in the rural communities as well as cities in getting the people inter- 
ested in registering and voting. I have therefore prepared a letter and resolutions 
which I thought we might send to presidents of these organizations asking them 
to have the resolutions adopted in the meeting. 

Enclosed I am sending a copy of the letter to the presiding officer and sug- 
gested  resolution^.^ Please check these critically and give me your reaction. One 
Sunday School and BTU convention is being held this week, June 26-27 near 
Merietta, Georgia. I called you today to get your reaction regarding this but found 
you were out of the city. 

I am compiling the names of conventions, conferences, etc. and dates and places 
of meetings, names and addresses of presiding officers so that I can communicate 
with them relatively to the suggested resolutions if you approve the idea. I am also 
compiling a mailing list of Pastors, lay religious workers and leaders of educa- 
tional, civic, religious, fraternal, and professional organizations. 

Enclosed I am sending a list of areas of activity which I have outlined to be con- 
sidered in the Crusade for Citizen~hip.~ Please check these, note additional ones 
and make suggestions relative to any revisions which should be made. 

2.  King had earlier sent notice of the 2 July administrative committee meeting (see King to Aber- 
nathy, 16 June 1958). 

3. Tilley’s proposed resolutions included suggestions for boosting voter registration through the 
organization of voting clinics and door-to-door campaigns. His draft letter urged pastors and com- 
munity leaders to “adopt the enclosed set of resolutions or some that are similar,” and he asked that 
the organizations report on their efforts: “Please write me informing me of your success and suggest- 
ing any help which we can give you” (Tilley, Suggested resolutions for religious, educational, civic, fra- 
ternal, and professional bodies to be adopted; and Tilley, Form letter to presidents of conventions, 
conferences, etc., both dated 26 June 1958). 

4. The seven-point list included such items as “conduct voting clinics” and “collect data and pre- 
sent cases of discrimination on registration to the U.S. Civil Rights Commission” (Tilley, Areas of ac- 
tivity in Crusade for Citizenship, 26 June 1958). 
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Please make suggestions relative to anything which I might do preparatory to July 
the meeting to be held next week. 1958 

Respectfully yours, 
[signed] 
John L. Tilley 
Executive Director 

JLTab 
Enclosures z 

TLS. MLKP-MBU: Box 7 1 .  

“Advice for Living” 

July 1958 
Chicago, Ill. 

Question: My husband and I are whites. We recent4 moved to C a l i f m i a  where my 
husband teaches in a small community. He has a very emotional Negro buy in his class. Fm- 
tunately, he likes and respects my husband. Things go smoothly when the boy and my hus- 
band agree, but if he is corrected or  disciplined, he reusons that my husband doesn’t like him 
because he is a Negro. How can we help him? He can’t go on hating andJighting and be- 
ing insecure. 

Answer: It is quite true that no one can go through life hating, fighting and 
being insecure. This type of response not only harms the object of hate, but it also 
does irreparable harm to the hater. It is both spiritually and psychologically dam- 
aging. It is important, however, to understand the causal basis for such personality 
responses. Few of us realize how far-reaching the impact of the tragedy of Little 
Rock has been upon not only the Negro schoolchildren, but upon white children 
also. The toll that injustice, segregation, discrimination and violence take on Ne- 
gro schoolchildren’s emotions is tragic indeed. Consciously and unconsciously, all 
types of reactions are being manifested and it is people of goodwill, like you and 
your husband, who will have to carry the cross of patience, love and understand- 
ing. I would suggest that you get in touch with the boy’s parents, see his home en- 
vironment, get the thinking of his parents. It may be that over-emphasis of the 
racial problem is being discussed in his presence and he may be trying to cover a 
feeling of guilt or shame for not measuring up to what your husband expects of 
him, or even what he expects of himself. I am sure that you and your husband can 
do a great deal to help this boy. We cannot afford to lose one youth in this struggle 
for full citizenship in which we find ourselves. 

. 

Question: I am 15 years old and I live in a small North Carolina city. W%en IJinish 
high school should I stay here and be called names or go up North where I will have greater 
opportunities ? 
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